When John L. Kardos started his studies way back in the fifties, rheology was still in its infancy. A lecture in the subject was, however, being offered at the Univer sity of Cleveland and, since the young student had no idea what this strange-sounding word might mean, he went -out of sheer curiosity. And got stuck.
The professor made great demands on his students. He introduced them to the rheology of solids and Kardos had to carry out a study of the crystallisation of polymers. But he enjoyed himself. Some time later he changed over to Washington University in St. Louis where, after gaining his diploma, he started his aca demic career as university assistant.
The new sience had a special attraction for him. It was a time when many different scientific discoveries made the headlines, includ ing the discovery of com posites. The american ar maments industry pricked up its ears. Experts were in eat demand and Kardos was one of the first to turn to this new discipline.
In Kardos' words: "I was fascinated by the physics of composite materials, because so little was known about them at that time. Their mechanical properties were largely unknown, process tech nology had still to be de veloped and all these pro blems were closely linked with the fundamentals of polymer rheology, a sub ject that had always been of special interest to me."
By now he had reached the top of the professional ladder, working his way from assistant to universal lecturer and finally, to university professor. Apart from giving lectures, he was engaged on research projects for the US Ministery of Defense. His particular interest was glass wool reinforced composites, which had better mechanical properties than the continuous fibre reinforced materials then being used by the air force. Application possibilities opened up which had never been dreamt of. Washington University in St. Louis does not train rheology specialists but gives its students a solid foun dation for the subject, on which they can build later on in life .
Kardos has, in the meantime, moved away somewhat from basic research. Too many other jobs -not only the training of students but, particularly, administrative tasks -take up his time. His dream is that the re search results obtained for the Ministery of Defense will, one day, be used for civilian purposes, especially in the construction of bridges.
And how does this busy scientist spend the little spare time he has? Skiing -especially crosscountry skiing.
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